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2 May 1865

Holland, Michigan

Elder de Bruin was chosen as chairman of the consistory meeting of the First Reformed Church in
the absence of Rev. Albertus C. Van Raalte. New members were received and some members
transferred elsewhere. Mr. and Mrs. Hermanus Doesburg transferred their membership to Grand
Haven. Jan Dinkeloo was admitted to the Lord's Table although his membership had not yet
arrived from Kalamazoo. The Board of Education of the Reformed Protestant Dutch Church
informed the consistory that it had not yet received an offering from Pillar Church. There was a
discussion about a Union League in which some members had membership. Te Roller was asked
to refrain from communion because of his membership in the group, an organization offensive to
some people in the congregation.
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Mthea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland,
vol. II, p. 237.

Page 237
Consistory Meeting of May 2, 1865
Absent: Brothers Wilterdinlc and Vork.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by Brother Oonk.
ARTICLE 2— De Bruin was chosen as chairman.
ARTICLE 3— The minutes were read and approved.
ARTICLE 4 — A membership statement was received for Jacobus de Beet and Fannetje
de Beet, nee de Mol, from Kalamazoo, dated January, 1865.
Transfer of membership granted to Mr. Ivan Bahler to Albany, New York, and for
Hermanus Doesburg and wife, to Grand Haven.
Received upon confession of faith, Johanna Havekate, nee Rooks.
ARTICLE 5 — Jan Dinkeloo, member of the congregation of Kalamazoo, entered the
meeting, requesting to be admitted to the Lord's table here, although his transfer from
Kalamazoo has not yet been received. This request was granted.
ARTICLE 6 — A letter from the secretary of the board of education was read, requesting
that a collection be taken, at least once a year, for education. He added that since May,
1863, they have received nothing from our church. Because in 1864 a collection on
behalf of this board had been taken, this letter was placed in the hands of a committee,
consisting of de Bruin and Wakker.
ARTICLK 7 — A Dutch translation, containing the rights and the freedom of the
congregations to handle their own financial concerns as they seem fit, was read.
It was decided that each consistory member may have a copy in his possession and keep
it as long as he serves in ecclesiastical office. It was further decided that on the back side
of this statement of regulations, the signature of the pastor and clerk will be affixed.
ARTICLE 8 — There was a discussion about the organization known as the "Union
League." Some of the members requested te Roller to refrain from receiving communion
this time, because membership in this organization is offensive to some of our members.
Following custom, all of the brothers indicated that they can celebrate communion
together.
The meeting was closed by Brother Kieft.
G. Wakker, clerk
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The previous minutes should have included the following: Membership transfer received
for Johannes van Landegaal and Anna Johanna Landegaal, nee Pijser, from Kalamazoo,
dated May 1,1865.
Communion May 7, 1865
G. Wakker, clerk
Consistory Meeting of May 10, 1865
Absent: Brothers Broek, Kamper, Vork, Oonk, and Naber, and from the building
committee Binnekant and Schaddelee.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by Brother de Bruin.
ARTICLE 2— Brother Labots was chosen as chairman.
ARTICLE 3 — It was decided that from now on the chairman will function by rotation.
This will avoid having to appoint one at each meeting.
ARTICLE 4 — Membership transfers received for Simon de Boer and Hendrikje de Boer,
nee Hoekstra, dated March 24, 1865, from Kalamazoo; and Jannetje Klij, January 4,
1865, from Kalamazoo; and Klaas van Doesburg, January 4, 1865, from Kalamazoo.
ARTICLE 5 — After there had been a discussion with the building committee about
details concerning the parsonage which is to be built, it was decided to approve the plans
and blueprints for the time being. The estimate of the cost is plus-minus $2,500.00.
ARTICLE 6 — It was decided that the building committee, which has been added to the
consistory, shall take the necessary steps to collect the required monies for the parsonage.
This will take place within three weeks, either by pledges or other means, as they deem
appropriate. They will report at the following meeting.
ARTICLE 7 — A request was received from Jacob Tolk for a piece of ground for as long
as he and his wife live, upon which he wishes to build a home. This was given to a
committee consisting of Wakker and te Roller, with the mandate to report at the next
meeting.
ARTICLE 8 — A request from the congregation of Graafschaap to classis, asking for
assistance in completing the parsonage for their pastor, a task which they were unable to
implement themselves, resulted in a classical decision to recommend to all of the
congregations

